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Minutes of Chafford 100 Community Forum meeting
Tuesday 3rd July 2007, Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre

1. Welcome and apologies

John Cleavely (Executive Team member) was called in to work this evening, Rachel Ferris (Treasurer) is holiday.  So only four of the committee members were in attendance this evening.  Father Alex and his wife sent their apologies.  Cllr Steve Veryard notified us that he was unable to attend.

Meeting began at 8.00pm.  Ladychair commented on the great turnout of residents on such a wet July evening.
This evening’s meeting followed the same format introduced in the meeting two months ago.  However, Ladychair changed the Agenda at the last minute to accommodate a talk from the District Police Commander and his Sergeant that they had arranged at a TAF (Thurrock Association of Forums) meeting the previous evening.
2. Minutes from previous evening

Copies of these minutes were distributed to attendees at the beginning of the meeting.  Residents were also informed that these minutes are available on the Thurrock Council website www.thurrock.gov.uk/democracy then use the link to the Chafford Hundred Community Forum meetings page.

3. Treasurer’s report

Our Treasurer was not present at this meeting (see apologies above) so Ladychair did a brief summary of the accounts to date.  The previous committee refused to hand over the bank account so we had to open a new bank account.  The account name is “New Chafford Hundred Community Forum”.  We have received a cheque £1,660.38 handed over from last year’s committee.  We have also applied for 5% of our annual funding which is used for administration.  This was approved and we were awarded £549.50 which is also in the account.  Balance at time of meeting was £2,209.88.
It was pointed out that there has been a cheque from the previous committee for £25 which we are unsure of, as there was no adjoining correspondence.  We have since written to the ex committee member that delivered this cheque to ask for an explanation.

We have a further £10,440.50 available to claim from Thurrock Council for funding of local projects and initiatives.  Residents were encouraged to approach the Forum with any ideas for future funding.
4. Main topics for discussion

(i) Howard Road Car Park development

Introduction

Steve Lancashire introduced himself, Alan Camp and Tom Gaskell and thanked 
Mrs Cleavely, the Chair for giving them time to address the meeting. He 
apologised to those residents who had attended the exhibition the previous 
Monday that there would be some repetition.

He proposed that the structure of this item of the meeting be that the architects 
explain the proposals through the presentation boards and that either during the
 presentation or at the end residents ask any questions or make any points they 
wish about them.

Presentation

Alan gave a brief presentation of the planning history of the site, its location and 
the issues that needed particular attention and the proposed scheme. 
Essentially the scheme was to provide c.130 apartments – 60 @ 1 bed, 60 @ 2 
bed, 10 @ 3 bed – in 5 blocks around two large courtyards. The vast majority of 
windows would be overlooking the courtyards and the car parking - c.95% 
spaces related to dwellings – is placed around the back perimeter. 

Issues raised in discussion

The following matters were raised and discussed.

Car parking: residents were very concerned that the amount of car parking for the 
number of flats and their probable visitors was inadequate. It was explained this
was based on the requirement of the planning authority, particularly given the 
proximity of the railway station.
Social Infrastructure: some expressed concern the resulting occupants would put 
great pressure on already stretched GP facilities and that there was a great lack of 
youth amenities. This matter would be raised with the planning authority in
relation to discussions on the section 106 contribution. Steve advised residents to 
keep in close contact with their local councillors to see that these contributions 
were applied to things they felt were needed in Chafford Hundred.
Courtyards: Alan explained this was not a gated community and play equipment 
would be installed in courtyards.
Overlooking: It was noted that residents in the proposed apartments could look 
directly over the courtyards. In response to some concerns about anti-social 
behaviour Alan explained that the architects would liaise closely with the police 
and use their experience at designing details that would minimise this.

Affordable housing: residents hoped that the affordable housing element would 
be offered on a shared ownership basis to enable young professionals to purchase 
their first home.
Construction: In response to a question Alan emphasised that the intention was to 
incorporate renewable details into the design that would maximise energy 
efficiency. These would probably include solar collectors, grey water recycling 
and water butts.

Conclusion

Steve thanked everybody for coming and agreed to circulate a note through the 
Chair. Residents thanked him and the architects for coming.

(ii) Talk from Disrict Commander Alan Cotgrove

District Commander Cotgrove took over from Steve Tutton as District 
Commander in January of this year.  Alan has 28 years service in the Police 
Force and originates from Basildon.

In April, Thurrock Police set up a Neighbourhood Policing scheme.  They want 
to use Chafford Hundred as a “long term centre of excellence” – we interpreted 
this as meaning they want to trial their new strategies in our area.  If this is 
effective they will then roll this scheme out across other neighbourhoods.  The 
first phase of this is a door knocking project that they have already begun.  Their 
target has been to knock on twenty five doors each day, and on one day in the last 
week they managed thirty five.  Councillor Rockliffe made a suggestion that the 
Police left a leaflet at any properties where there was no reply.  The Police took 
this on board but said that the main purpose of the exercise was face to face 
engagement with residents.

The idea of this project is to introduce themselves as their local policing team, 
and to gather feedback from residents as to what their needs and expectations are 
from the Police.  This information was then put in to a graph which was available 
for all residents to see on the night.  They also gave us figures of all crimes 
reported in the past few months.

Copies of this data going back to April 2007 will be available at the next Forum 
meeting in September.  On average there are 1.9 crimes reported per day in 
Chafford Hundred and North Stifford.  There is on average one detention every 
two days in Chafford Hundred and North Stifford.

District Commander Cotgrove assured Ladychair and her Team that the Police 
will attend every Forum meeting in the future and will come armed with useful 
information including recent statistics for residents.

Residents raised concerns over anti social behaviour, especially around the area 
of the Armada Centre shops, Drake Road park, the railway station, and the gorge.  
Several residents expressed concerns at the lack of police presence around the 
Armada Centre shops on a Friday evening when the Bar n Bus has left the estate.  
They said that young people congregate around the Drake Court flats until the 
early hours causing disruption.  They asked for increased policing presence at 
that time on a Friday night.

District Commander Cotgrove said that we can expect to see a Mobile Police 
Station on the estate in the coming weeks.  They will try and park this up at 
different times and on different days, possibly starting near the Tesco Express 
adjacent to the railway station.

Councillor Rockliffe asked about the weight restrictions on Devonshire Road.  
He said that during the Community Speed Watch campaign last month he had 
noticed a high volume of lorries who he believed to be over the weight limit.  
The Police said that they only have a certain amount of resources and can not 
patrol the road 24 hours a day.
Councillor Tunde asked about lorry parks.  Residents complain about a high 

number of lorries parking at the sides of the roads across Thurrock.  Apparently 

this is because to park in a official lorry park can cost up to £25 per night and 

some drivers are said to claim this expense from their firms but park by the side 

of a public highway.  The Police know of at least one site that is free but the 

planning permission has not yet been officially granted.  Therefore they are 

unable to suggest to these lorry drivers that they should use this site as

technically they would be sending them to an illegal site.  Once the new site is 

open officially this should reduce the problem we have in this borough.  In fact, 

the Police assure us that they want potentially a ban on all lorries parking in 

public places in Thurrock but can not pledge this until enough lorry parking 

spaces are available.
We were asked to collectively decide on three main areas that we would like the 

Police to concentrate on.  This was finalised in Any Other Business at the end of 

the meeting.

Ladychair and her team thanked the Police for attending and are confident that 

with the new initiatives in place we should all see great changes in the coming 

months.

(iii) Gas Works
At the last meeting in May, a group of residents living adjacent to the British Gas site in Daniel Close approached Ladychair and her Team and made it known that they have experienced antisocial behaviour and are scared that the trend of young people lighting fires on Chafford Hundred could be hazardous if it happened near the Gas Works.
Ladychair asked if there were any residents present this evening who lived close to this site and several people raised their hands.

Since the last meeting Vice Chair Jamie Challis (VC1) made contact with Transco and with British Gas and eventually got contact details for Mark Gray who is Operations Manager for National Grid who is in charge of all sites from Canvey Island right in to London.  Jamie spoke to Mark Gray who took him through the history of the site near Daniel Close.

The site was originally installed about 25 years ago.  It used to serve high pressure gas to Thurrock Power Station behind Lakeside.  The Power Station has now become coal fired, so the site no longer feeds the Power Station.  Everything above ground at Daniel Close is degassed, decommissioned and non operational and has been for about 10 to 12 years, due to residential development in this part of the estate.

All that there is at this site is below ground – it’s a valve that changes pressure from supply at Horndon-on-the-Hill and feeds pipes that go under Clockhouse Lane, down Mill Lane and down to the river and feeds other valves between there.

Residents were also concerned about vandalism.  Mark Gray assured VC1 that if vandals were to get in to the British Gas site and light a fire adjacent to the works, there would be no chance of an explosion.  There is a thick layer of concrete above the valve.

Mark also assured us that the site is visited every month and he said that he would get an additional inspection on the day of the meeting if he could.  He actually lives on this estate and wants to put residents’ minds at rest.


The site is owned by British Gas Properties and as it stands can not be built on.  To date there is no record of vandalism on the site.

He also said he would meet with Ladychair and her Team and that Ladychair was welcome to invite any residents to this meeting.  We as a Team have decided to accept this offer.

(iv) Bar N Bus
The Bar N Bus came up in discussion at the previous meeting.  It was blamed for 
increased levels of young people congregating near to the Armada Centre shops.  
Residents said it was a bad idea to park this bus so close to a store that sells 
alcohol in the middle of a residential area.
Ladychair and her Vice have visited the bus in the past eight weeks on numerous 
occasions to witness for themselves how the Bar N Bus operates.  They relayed the numerous complaints and concerns from residents.  The Forum has since had 
a meeting with the people that run the Bar N Bus and discussed the issues raised by residents.  From this meeting there were two suggestions: (a) to move the bus around Chafford Hundred making it more accessible to young people living in different parts of the estate and (b) changing the night to a Monday evening.
Option (b) was agreed by all that attended this closed meeting.  However, in this 
evening’s public meeting the Bar N Bus volunteers were unable to confirm when 
they would be moving the bus to a Monday.  Ladychair will be following this up 
with her contacts at the Bar N Bus.

(v) Grafitti Day
Vice Chair Mark Jolly (VC2) informed residents that the C100CF will be holding 
a Graffiti Removal Day on Saturday 28th July at 12 noon meeting outside the 
Leapfrog Nursery, rain or shine!!!  Everyone is welcome to attend.  Please let us 
know if there is an area in Chafford Hundred that you would like us to target.

5. Updates
(i) Land Parcel 78

Land Parcel 78 is the piece of land adjacent to Sachfield Drive and Frobisher 
Gardens.  It is also accessible via the footpath running from Drake Road down to 
Devonshire Road.

Ladychair and her Team have contacted residents living adjacent to this field via 
email and door knocking.  They were asked as to how they feel this field should 
be named as LP78 is the developers’ name for this land and we feel it should 
have a proper name.
We have had a total of six suggestions, the two most favourable are “Cliffside 
Green” and “Chafford Hundred Green”.
Ladychair suggested we allow residents that were not present at May’s meeting 

to speak to us this evening on this subject.  We have since had one more name.  
We will be passing these three ideas to Councillors Garry Hague and Neil 
Rockliffe who have agreed to take this project over.

(ii) Anti social behaviour
No further questions from the public – the Police covered everything in their talk.

6. Any other business

(i) Police targets
We agreed with residents that we would give the Police three targets to focus on 
between now and the next Forum meeting.  These were as follows:
(a) Anti social behaviour (especially the area near to Armada Centre shops when the bar N Bus leaves the estate on a Friday night

(b) Speeding and HGVs on Devonshire Road and North Stifford High Road

(c) Grafitti

(ii) Christmas Tree
The Vicar contacted the Forum on the day of the meeting and was chasing 
payment for last year’s Christmas Tree (2006).  Ladychair raised this with last 
year’s Chair who was present at the meeting.  Last year’s Chair requested that the 
question and answer was minuted.  His response was that the 2006 tree had been 
paid for but the 2005 one had not.  As the new committee have to date not 
received an itemised breakdown of the expenditure from the previous year, we 
are unable to confirm anything at this stage.  We will be making further 
investigations and hope to clear up this matter as soon as possible with help from 

Thurrock Council.
Meeting closed at 9.30pm.  Thank you to everyone that attended.  We look to seeing you again in September.  All Chafford 100 residents are welcome as you are all part of this Forum.
