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Minutes of Chafford 100 Community Forum meeting
Monday 24th September 2007, Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre

1. Welcome and apologies

Father Alex sent his apologies.  Alan Cotgrove from Essex Police also sent his apologies.  PC Tony Thomas was unable to attend this meeting, nor was our Secretary Toni Munday.
2. Minutes from previous evening

Copies of these minutes were available on the front desk to residents.  Residents were also informed that these minutes are available on the Thurrock Council website www.thurrock.gov.uk/democracy then use the link to the Chafford Hundred Community Forum meetings page.

3. Treasurer’s report

Since the last meeting we have paid out £700 to Chafford Gorges Centre towards equipment for activities for young people.  We have also paid out £1,000 for a planter to go outside Chafford 100 Railway Station.


Our bank balance is currently £2,127.66.  From our annual entitlement of £10,990 we have spent a total of £2,249.50 and we have £8,740.50 remaining to spend.
4. Main topics for discussion

(i) Antisocial behaviour
In general residents reported a quieter summer than expected.  Residents living adjacent to Drake Road park said that there were few instances and were happy with Police reponse.  Residents from Merlin Close said that since the severe attack a few months ago (for which the offender is due to go to court) it has been quiet.  Councillor Tunde Ojetola informed us that antisocial behaviour in a certain alleyway close to Swiftsure Road has been dealt with by installing a gate with a timed lock.  There is a slight issue with this as it is attached to a fence belonging to a private property but this could be a solution to problems in other parts of the estate.
(ii) Funding applications
(a) Chafford Gorges Centre requested £200 towards a “Santa’s Grotto” – this was passed unanimously – so will be submitted to Thurrock Council for decision.
(b) An application for £425 for a new noticeboard for outside the Railway Station 

was submitted by the C100CF as the one there currently is an internal noticeboard and is severly damaged – all but one resident voted in favour of this so this will be submitted to Thurrock Council for decision.

(c) The C100CF submitted an application for £300 for the hire of the Drake Road Community Centre for a New Years Eve Family Disco.  One resident felt it was too expensive considering the hall is for the use of the community.  It was suggested that the Forum should hold a meeting with the committee of the Drake Road Community Centre.  It was then explained by the Chair that she has a good working relationship with Andre Anderson from the committee of Drake Road Community Centre even though in the past had tried unsuccessfully to organise a meeting with the whole committee.  It was then suggested that there was a problem between the Forum and the Community Centre and the resident pressed the Chair on this matter. It was pointed out by the Chair to the resident that the hall charges only cover the hall’s yearly expenses and that the hall was not a profit making organisation.  Martin Tatem requested that this point was minuted so we have done so.  The result of the vote was 24 for and 2 against - so this will be submitted to Thurrock Council for decision.

(d) Residents living adjacent to the park in Drake Road and Dudley Close approached the Forum for funding towards fencing of the park.  They asked for £4,000 on the basis that the additional £5,000 (approx) would be met by the Council.  This opened up a discussion as residents at the meeting wanted to see images of the kind of fencing due to be used.  This application was deferred until residents and the Councillors can bring more information to the meeting – this will be added to the Agenda for the meeting in November.

(iii) Land Parcel 78
Land Parcel 78 is the piece of land next to Frobisher Gardens and Sachfield Drive.  The name given to it historically has been Land Parcel 78.  Now that the houses adjacent to this green are completed and occupied, the Forum believes that this green would benefit from a proper name.  At our last meeting we opened up the floor to suggestions.  We have had several ideas submitted to us, and the name we have decided to give this green is “Wouldham Cliffs Green” – this is because the cliffs surrounding this green are called “Wouldham Cliffs”.
We have given this name to Councillors Garry Hague and Neil Rockliffe who will be taking over from this point.

(iv) CCTV Presentation
Peter Loakman from Chamelion CCTV did a presentation on an idea for CCTV for the estate.  He said that if each property in Chafford Hundred paid just £10 per year, the whole estate could be covered by CCTV.  This money could potentially be recovered through discounts in house insurance.
This would involve placing covert cameras on private property in each street with certain households having units inside properties.  CCTV evidence could be made available to Police should any incidents happen.  Peter suggested the Forum could help him with this project.

Peter’s email address is chameleoncctv@hotmail.com
5. Updates
(i) Police
In the last month there have been 291 telephone calls from residents in North Stifford and Chafford Hundred.  Some of these calls are duplications whereby several people have telephoned to report the same incident, such as debris on the A13 underneath the Clockhouse Lane footbridge.  Not all of these relate to crimes, but can include missing persons, concerns for welfare, hoax calls, suspicious activity that amounts to nothing etc.
Of those calls, 46 related to nuisance behaviour, with hotspots being Camden Road, Hawkins Drive, Pilgrims Lane and Drake Road.  These include some duplicate calls again, but the type of call is for nuisance youths, motorbikes and nuisance neighbour disputes.

Of the telephone calls that were received during August 2007, only 53 were crimed.  Of these, 1 has already been detected, and many more are still in the investigation phase.  The types of crimes are broken down as follows:

Arson 1

Burglary Dwelling 5

Burglary other (sheds, break ins at pubs) 6

Criminal Damage 11

Common Assault 1

Making off without payment 1

Theft 12

Theft from a motor vehicle 5

Vehicle interference 1

A lot of crimes require forensic evidence such as the burglaries, theft of motor vehicles etc, which is why they sometimes take longer to solve.

The current beat concerns are as follows:

Graffiti / nuisance youths

Motorbikes including quad bikes on Land Parcel 78

Parking outside schools
The Forum Executive Team are very grateful to the Police for being so forthcoming with their statistics.

(ii) Bar n Bus
In previous meetings, residents have criticised the Bar n Bus for increased antisocial behaviour on a Friday night in the area close to the Armada Centre. The Forum Executive Team visit this bus regularly and are encouraged at seeing a new crowd attending this bus.  They seem a younger and quieter group.  The general expectation of the Bar n Bus team is that it will be used by Years 7 to 9 and young people will leave the area totally by 9.30pm.  They are very aware that there are residents living in close proximity of this bus.
Philomena commented that whatever the Bar n Bus team are doing it is working and the Executive Team are grateful for their cooperation.

(iii) Beacon Project

Neither Father Alex nor Lynne Connell were able to attend tonight’s meeting.  However, they kindly sent over an update on the Beacon.  Work has already started in fitting out the building and this will be more evident over the coming week as the work progresses.  The practical completion date is 8th March 2008.  Any groups looking to use the building are asked to contact Lynne Connell on 01375 483725.  They will be invited to a consultation meeting at a later date.
(iv) Graffiti Day

The Forum Executive Team held a Graffiti Clean Up Day on 28th July 2007.  We had a good response.  We worked all afternoon until we had used up the three graffiti kits we had left.  We have since ordered further kits from Thurrock Council.  It was very enjoyable, we managed to clean loads of graffiti off signs and bins.  Thanks again to PCSOs Jackie Ball and Stacie Williams for joining in on the day.  We hope to be able to do this again soon.  Let us know if you would like to get involved.
(v) Race Night

The Forum Executive Team held a Race Night at the Community Centre on Saturday 14th July.  We had a great response, we met several new faces, and plan to organise similar events in the future, as we feel these events form an important part of community bonding.  The night paid for itself and a donation of £50 was made to a local charity.  
(vi) New Years Eve Family Disco

The Forum Executive are organising a New Years Eve Family Disco this New Years Eve.  Tickets will be going on sale soon at a cost of £5 each (adult or child).  Let us know if you would like to reserve tickets as we have already had several enquiries.
(vii) Extraordinary Meeting

Since we the new committee took over in March 2007, we have had several conversations with Thurrock Council and Ngage regarding the future of the Forum.
We have collectively decided to hold an Extraordinary General Meeting open to all residents to discuss a new constitution.


We will be communicating details of this meeting via our website so please watch out.  We will also publish a draft of a suggested constitution.  This will be available for residents to read and comment to the Team.  Please do this via the link on our website.


We will also print out a copy of the suggested constitution and place it on our noticeboard once we have it.  Let us know if you would like a personal copy – there will be a contact telephone number on the board.

6. Any other business

(i) Schools Update
Councillor Tunde Ojetola did a brief talk on the school situation.
Information on this is available on his blog http://cllrtunde.blogspot.com

If you do not have access to the internet, please let us know and we can print out pages from the web for you.

(ii) Thanks

We had a thank you from Natalie Pomroy from WHAM Dog Show as we donated towards this event.  She also thanked residents turning up on the day with their dogs.  They estimated that there were over 300 people on the day and they donated £500 to Pets as Therapy and £500 to Tailends, as well as supporting many other worthy causes by promoting them on the day.
The WHAM committee look forward to seeing everyone again next year.

(iii) Harvest Festival

We distributed posters for Father Alex and Lynne Connell for the Harvest Festival on 17th October at Chafford Hundred Campus School.
Meeting closed at 9.30pm.  Thank you to everyone that attended.  We look to seeing you again at our next meeting on 24th January 2008 at 8.00pm at Chafford 100 Campus School.  All Chafford 100 residents are welcome as you are all part of this Forum.
