Minutes of Chafford 100 Community Forum meeting
Thursday 24th January 2008, Chafford Hundred Campus School
1. Welcome and apologies

Ladychair welcomed residents to the first meeting of 2008.  Tonight’s meeting over ran and we were not able to cover everything on the draft Agenda, so the Executives agreed that we would carry anything outstanding to our next meeting in March, and this was announced on the night.  The only business outstanding was the Extraordinary Meeting to discuss a new constitution which will be incorporated to the next Forum meeting’s Agenda.
Regarding the new constitution, we have already had a suggested new constitution from Thurrock Council that as a Team we are currently reviewing.


We will be meeting with the council in the coming weeks to finalise a draft – at which point we will put a copy of this draft constitution on our website and on the community notice boards.

Note that neither Thurrock Council nor Ngage will be discussing this with the residents, they have asked that we as a Forum take all comments and queries relating to this new constitution.
2. Minutes from previous evening

Copies of these minutes were available on the front desk to residents, they are also on our website http://www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk.

3. Treasurer’s report

Since the last meeting we have paid out £700 for the Christmas Tree and lights.  We have also donated £4,000 towards the new fencing for the park on Drake Road.

Our bank balance is currently £2,066.54 as of 18/1/08.  From our annual entitlement of £10,990 we have £3,115.00 remaining to spend.
4. Main topics for discussion

(i) Talk from Claire Hawthorn, our new Neighbourhood Specialist Officer
Claire was not on duty tonight but made the trip to the meeting to give a brief introduction of herself and her role.  She said that burglaries were up on Chafford, that theft from motor vehicles was down.  She has created a Ward Folder for Chafford Hundred which will be brought to every meeting for residents to see – this file will contain latest stats and information on crime.  Residents brought to Claire’s attention that there are problems with nuisance youths on Edmund Road.
(ii) Devonshire Road
At our last meeting in November, residents living adjacent to Devonshire Road expressed concerns at the removal of the 3.5 tonne weight restriction from this road.  They also reported an increased amount of speeding vehicles down this road, in particular HGVs which can make their homes literally shake.  They asked Councillor Tunde Ojetola to investigate six ideas which would help solve this problem.  Tunde agreed that he would look in to all six options suggested, and pledged to try and impose an immediate weight restriction limit of 7.5 tonnes.  The six suggestions were (i) roundabouts (ii) weight restrictions (iii) width restrictions (iv) speed cameras (v) traffic lights (vi) speed restriction from 40mph to 30mph.

We put this topic at the top of the Agenda at tonight’s meeting and will at every meeting until we get a resolution.

Tunde said that he had created a report and had sent it to the Highways Department.  Since this report had been submitted, a neighbouring ward had got involved and the case was being delayed.  This is because Devonshire Road comes under two wards.  Tunde assured us that as soon as he hears more he will let the Forum know and we can let the residents know.
This debate carried on and residents expressed frustration that after so many years nothing has been done.  One particular resident said he was scared to eat with his family in their dining room, fearful that another car will drive through their wall, which has previously happened.  They say they are unable to sell their home and their lives are unbearable.  It is not the happy home they imagined on Chafford Hundred.

Councillor Tunde will be speaking at our next meeting to give further updates on this important topic.
(iii) Howard Road
There was an application made to build flats on the empty site adjacent to Bannatyne’s Health Club.  Chafford Hundred residents were consulted on this and the general feedback was that there are too many homes already on this estate and not suitable infrastructure ie school places, doctors, roads, parking, transport to cope with further housing.

This was relayed to the developer who has amended the original plan to reduce the number of three bedroomed dwellings that could appeal to families and to create more smaller dwellings which would reduce the likelihood of families buying on this new development.  They have also included underground parking which was not part of the original plan.  However, there are now more dwellings in the application than previously.

We have been told that this application will be resubmitted shortly.  Tunde said that Thames Gateway’s decision could overrule any planning decision made by Thurrock Council.  Ladychair said that if this was to go ahead, she felt that the developer should give something back to Chafford Hundred, ideally help with funding projects for Youth.
(iv) Free trees
We have been approached by a local resident who has some British Trees of about two feet in height available for free to anyone in Chafford Hundred to plant in their gardens.  There are about forty to be given away.  Residents were asked to make themselves known to the Team at the end of the meeting if they were interested and we would pass their details on to the tree donors.
After the meeting we passed on the details of residents interested.

5. Updates
(i) New Years Eve Family Disco
It was announced that Chafford Hundred Community Forum held their first Family Disco on New Years Eve 2007.  The night was a great success.  Tickets sold out almost immediately after they went on sale.  Over 200 people attended, young and old.  People were dancing until after 1am.  A raffle was held on the night and the Forum made a donation of £150 to local charity Holiday Homes for the Handicapped.  Ladychair thanked everyone for their support and for making the night such a success.  She also thanked everyone for their help in clearing the hall after the party.  It was great community spirit.

We will be holding more events and hopefully the New Year Eve Family Disco will be an annual event.

(ii) Funding Applications
We have £3,115.50 left to spend out of this year’s allocation 




and this meeting is the last meeting before the money has to be 




spent.  Last year the committee handed back approximately 




£5,000 back to the council.  We as a team have been  




committed to spending Chafford Hundred’s money gradually 




throughout the year, approaching all groups within our  




community informing them of the funding available to them.  

So far this year we have funded the following projects:




1.
New fence for the Drake Road Park




2.
Christmas Tree and lights




3.
Noticeboard for station to replace damaged one




4.
Hall hire for New Year’s Eve Fanily Disco




5.
Santa’s Grotto at Chafford Gorges Centre




6.
Planter for Chafford Hundred Railway Station




7.
Activities for Young People at the Chafford Gorges 





Centre during last school Summer Holidays




8.
Hall hire for Race Night




We had four final funding requests.  There is enough budget 




to fund all of these requests.




1. DOCTOR PATIENT COMMITTEE




We have been approached by a new committee to manage 




complaints against Chafford Hundred Medical Centre.  They will 




eventually hold open surgeries (excuse the pun) on Chafford to 




assist in any issues patients have against the practice.  The Doctor 




Patient Committee also wants to purchase toys for children to play 




with whilst waiting in the Medical Centre.  Their funding request is 




towards administration (eg hall hire), advertising and purchasing of 




toys.




TOTAL REQUEST: £350.00




RESULT OF VOTE: 31 FOR, 0 AGAINST.

MAJORITY RESULT CARRIED.




2. WELCOME TO CHAFFORD HUNDRED, PLEASE 




DRIVE CAREFULLY




Last meeting was dedicated to issues relating to speeding and 




removal of weight restrictions on Devonshire Road.  This road has 





homes 
fronting straight on to it and residents are complaining that 




a combination of increased weight of vehicles and speeding along 




this road is interfering with their quality of life.  They said that the 




speed was the core issue.  We as a Forum have negotiated with the 




Highways Department at the council to see if we could get any 




signs.  They said we were able to place a sign on Devonshire Road 




coming up from London Road before the junction with Sachfield 




Drive and another on 
Devonshire Road as if you were coming 




from Hogg Lane before the junction with Drake Road, which is 




another busy junction.  The signs would say “Welcome to 




Chafford Hundred, please drive carefully” in a clear black and 




white sign.  It would also mark the boundary to Chafford Hundred.  




We then asked them to look at where the boundaries would be the 




other side of the estate and they suggested two other locations, one 




as you come under the tunnel from Lakeside and another near to 




Sainsbury’s on Burghley Road.  These four signs would mark 




our boundaries, draw attention to drivers that they are approaching 




a residential area but most importantly could help keep speed down 




on Devonshire Road.




Signs (each) to include delivery and fitting: 



TOTAL REQUEST: £1,373.07




RESULT OF VOTE: 31 FOR, 1 AGAINST.

MAJORITY RESULT CARRIED.




3. EASTER EGG HUNT AT CHAFFORD GORGES 




CENTRE




Last year, Chafford Hundred Community Forum funded an Easter 




Egg hunt at the Gorges centre which was a great success.  Last 




year 180 children booked on to this event and this year they hope 




to get even more children involved and have vowed not to turn any 




children away.  They have also suggested the Community Forum 




have a gazebo at the event to push the Forum and groups/activities 




that exist on Chafford Hundred.  We hope that this will be an 




annual event that the Chafford Hundred Community Forum will 




fund.




TOTAL REQUEST: £250.00




RESULT OF VOTE: 35 FOR, 0 AGAINST.

MAJORITY RESULT CARRIED.




4. NORTH STIFFORD GROUP




Our friends over at North Stifford have set up a group called North 




Stifford Group and they hold regular meetings in the Village. 




North Stifford comes under Chafford Hundred Community Forum 




and their funding request falls within our guidelines.  They have 




approached us for funding towards administration and for two 




notice boards.




Noticeboards (each): £462.00




Administration: £200.00




TOTAL REQUEST: £1,124.00




RESULT OF VOTE: 35 FOR, 0 AGAINST.

MAJORITY RESULT CARRIED.

(iii) Youth Club
Following up from the points raised about the Youth Club at the last meeting, we as a Forum felt that we had a duty to help to promote these clubs and help as much as we can.
At the last meeting the Forum pledged to obtain posters from the Youth Service to help promote these clubs – we did this – and the posters are in the notice boards across the estate.

Ladychair and a representative from the Drake Road Community Hall committee (where the club is held on a Thursday) made an unannounced visit to the Youth Club the week before this meeting, and there were three workers present and not a youth in sight.

The workers present were invited to tonight’s meeting and two attended for which we are grateful.  We are keen to work with them to decide what needs to be done in order for the club to return to full attendance.

One parent stressed that they no longer allow their children to attend the club as the management allows 19 year olds to attend the club who do not even live in this area.  This prompted Ladychair to ask why there are restrictions at the club held on a Tuesday evening at the Campus School who only allow pupils who attend the school, yet the Chafford Hundred Youth Club on Drake Road on a Thursday night allows entry to 19 year old men from parts of East London who have no apparent connection to Chafford Hundred.  In her opinion this has been the downfall of the club at Drake Road, as parents and young people were intimidated by these groups of people attending.  There have also been known troublemakers from Grays attending this club and causing problems.  This has not helped the situation.
Residents agreed that the Youth Services have failed this club – which less than a year ago had over 50 young people attending some weeks and now has none at all.

The Forum feels that the Youth Club is much needed and we do not want to lose the Drake Road club on a Thursday night.  However, in order to succeed changes have to be made and we hope that tonight’s meeting will be the beginning of a dialogue between parents of young people on the estate and the Youth Service.  The Forum will be arranging a separate meeting with the Youth Service to work out how we can together relaunch the club as it is so greatly needed for future generations.
(iv) Fence for Drake Road Park
The funding is all agreed by the Council.  Thank you to Councillor Garry Hague for finding the remainder of the money needed for this project.  Councillor Hague stood up and said that everything is ready to go and we would soon be hearing of the date for commencement of works.
(v) Local Development Framework (LDF)
Two representatives from this body stood up and informed residents of how we can have a say in future planning for our area.
Leaftlets were handed out along with forms where residents can give feedback on their opinions and concerns.

They will also be setting up manned displays across the local area at B&Q on 30th January and 8th February.  They have already done displays at Lakeside and plan further similar events.

They want to consult with the public as much as possible.  The number for the Strategic Planning Department is 01375 652270.   
(vi) New Years Eve Family Disco

The Forum Executive are organising a New Years Eve Family Disco next New Years Eve.  Tickets will be going on sale soon at a cost of £5 each (adult or child).  Let us know if you would like to reserve tickets as we have already had several enquiries.
6. Any other business

Residents brought to our attention problems with speeding drivers down Fleming Road, Galleon Road and anti social behaviour in Edmund Road.  We will add this to the Agenda for our next meeting.


Problems with late night boy racers around Lakeside car parks was also brought up.  This will also be added to our next Agenda.
We said we would invite the Traffic Police to speak to us about all speeding and general traffic related issues discussed at this evening’s meeting.

Meeting closed at 9.30pm.  Thank you to everyone that attended.  We look to seeing you again at our next meeting on Monday 3rd March 2008 at 8:00pm at Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre on Drake Road, Chafford Hundred.  All Chafford Hundred and North Stifford residents are welcome as you are all part of this Forum.  We welcome attendance from any faith group, and representatives from local schools and businesses.
