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Minutes of Chafford 100 Community Forum meeting

Thursday 10th May 2007, Tudor Court School

1. Welcome and apologies

Meeting began at 8.00pm.  The new Chafford 100 Executive Team was introduced.  They are Philomena Cleavely (Chair), Mark Jolly (Vice Chair), Jamie Challis (Vice Chair), Rachel Ferris (Treasurer), Toni Munday (Secretary) and John Cleavely (Executive Team Member).  We would like to be known as a team.

The URL for our website was given out, www.c100cf.org.uk and the contact email is team@c100cf.org.uk.  We are also contactable on a mobile 07933 772254.

Meetings will now follow a set format each time.  There will be six parts to the meetings as follows:

1. Welcome and apologies

2. Minutes from previous Forum meeting

3. Treasurer’s report

4. Main topic(s) for discussion (this will change at each meeting)

5. Updates (including funding)

6. Any other business (suggestions for following meeting)

Meetings will start at 8.00pm and finish at 9.30pm promptly as we recognise that some residents may have children or other commitments.  The Executive Team will also try to hold the Forum meetings on different days of the week.  We will try to spend at least an hour on the main topic(s) to allow time for each resident to participate.

2. Minutes from previous meeting

The last Forum meeting was the AGM in March and we have no minutes from this meeting.  There was a summary made by Simon Black towards the end of this 10th May meeting.  In short, the previous Executive Team resigned and the new Team recognised by Thurrock Council and ngage are the people named in Section 1.  The next AGM will be in May 2008 where the new Team will stand down and a new election will take place.

3. Treasurer’s report

We are in the process of opening a new bank account.  Thurrock Council have awarded us with  £10,996 to spend on local projects.  We have applied for 5% of this funding to be used for administration.

A resident asked about a funding request from last year budget.  We have no information on this.

4. Main topics for discussion

(i) Drake Road Park

Residents living adjacent to this park contacted the C100CF and asked for us to organise a meeting between the residents, the Police and the Councillors to try and eradicate the problem with antisocial behaviour that they have been experiencing for over five years.  We made this issue the principal topic for discussion and invited all relevant parties to attend.  We were very grateful that everyone invited attended. 

David Northcott, Thurrock Community Safety Officer (and acting Safer Thurrock Partnership Manager) from Essex Police talked to residents about their policies on dealing with antisocial behaviour.

In the past eleven months there has been 68 complaints from residents about antisocial behaviour in Drake Road.  We were asked to note that each incident is recorded as a complaint rather than each phone call.  Several calls about the same incident will be logged as one complaint.  We worked this out as over one incident per week.

When the Police identify a hotspot (Drake Road park already identified as a hotspot) they send their local PCSOs to gather information and to work with residents to identify key players.  Through their experience, once these ringleaders are dealt with, the other young people tend to disperse.

Residents living near the park and near the Community Centre have formed a contact group and have been collating evidence through photos and a diary.  They said that on many occasions the Police do not turn up when they are called.  One resident who lives near the Community Centre said that he is the only person in his street trying to deal with the problems that he is experiencing.  He had a slate ripped from the roof of the Community Centre thrown in to his garden, nearly missing his baby daughter.  Other residents complained about having stones thrown at their windows, and finding rubbish, broken glass and used contraceptives in the park and their front garden.  They also reported drug dealing in the park.  Photos supporting all of this were shown.  They said that the problem is not going away and feel that the Police could do more.  Many of the incidents residents report are dismissed as the Police feel no offence has been committed, for example the baby was not actually injured by the slate thrown in to the garden.

One resident said that he and his neighbours put up a fence between their houses and the park to stop young people using their driveways as a cut through, which worked.  Another resident said that she had witnessed a young person urinating outside her front door.  Another has witnessed young people having sex in a public area of Chafford Hundred. 

One resident suggested a closing time for the park and locking gates.  However, the Police said that neither of these things would give them any more powers to move the young people on.

Some residents said that they blame the “Bar N Bus” that parks near to Leapfrog Nursery for encouraging young people to congregate.  They said that it is a bad idea to park this bus in a residential area so close to a store that sells alcohol.  A representative from the Bar N Bus said that this bus gives young people a place to go to on Friday evening and expect certain standards of behaviour from the visitors.

A member of Chafford Hundred Over 50’s club said that one of their members leaves their Friday night club early as they are scared to walk past the visitors to the bus.

The Police agreed to look in to setting up a “dispersal order” which has been successful in Aveley.  Residents were told that they are allowed to take photos and were advised to continue to keep diaries of this trouble which Jackie Ball (Chafford Hundred PCSO) has available for residents.  Jackie is contactable through Grays Police Station on 01375 391212.  The Police agreed to make regular visits to Drake Road Park and to work closely with the residents to identify the core minority.  We were advised to pass any information to Grays Police Station or confidentially to Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

Once these young people have been identified there are various options that can be taken including a “consequential chat” in conjunction with the Youth Service, letters home to their parents, ASBOs and if these are broken they run a risk of a six month custodial sentence.

We feel that the meeting brought all parties together.  David Northcott said although nothing will change overnight, we should see results within seven weeks.  We will be asking the Police and the residents for an update at the next Forum meeting in July.

(ii) Graffiti
Be Smart is the division of Thurrock Council responsible for abandoned vehicles, dog mess, fly-tipping, fly-posting, graffiti, litter and vandalism.  Sue Bloss, the Be Smart Education Officer, informed residents that each resident is entitled to one graffiti removal visit from this team.  They are contactable on email besmart@thurrock.gov.uk or through the Council offices on 01375 652652.  Information is available on the internet at this address http://www.thurrock.gov.uk/cleanstreets/content.php?page=besmart
The C100CF is planning a graffiti clean up day in the coming few weeks.  Sue Bloss and our local Councillors vowed their support for us on the day.  If you would like to get involved please email us at team@c100cf.org.uk or phone us on 07933 772254.

Be Smart have also launched a “Take the Shame” campaign where people can report taggers for a reward of up to £100.  Please call Crimestoppers on 0800 555111 with any information.  As we were writing these minutes there are four tags that this team are interested in – if you have internet access please see this link 

http://www.thurrock.gov.uk/cleanstreets/content.php?page=shame_graffiti

(iii) Land Parcel 78
Land Parcel 78 is the piece of green adjacent to Sachfield Drive and Frobisher Gardens, also accessible by a path leading from Drake Road or Devonshire Road.

A group of residents worked with Thurrock Council Horticultural Department, Councillors Garry Hague and Neil Rockliffe and the previous Executive Team on a tree planting project funded by C100CF funds.  The five trees were planted on 5th May and greatly enhance the appearance of the green.

The residents have approached us regarding the name of this piece of land.  To date the only name this green has had is LP78 and residents living nearby suggested we involve the Community in this process.  The Executive Team asked in the meeting if anybody had any suggestions as to how this green should be named.  We had three suggestions on the night: Sachfield Green, Cliffside Green and Ryan’s Green.  If any resident has a suggestion please email or call us.

5. Updates

We have been allocated £10,996 by Thurrock Council for local projects between now and May 2008.  We as a Team have decided to try to allocate this money quarterly so that the money is spread evenly throughout the year.  This is to ensure we do not find ourselves in a situation at the end of the funding year where funds could potentially be handed back to the Council.

This quarter we have had two funding requests.

Project one: School holidays outdoor activities for Chafford Hundred’s young people

This application was submitted by Hayley Arnold from Essex Wildlife Trust

Total estimated cost: £1,441

34 For, 6 against, 19 abstained – this application will be forwarded to Thurrock Council for consideration and we should have a decision by the next Forum meeting in July.

Project two: Planter at Chafford Hundred railway station

23 for, 17 against, 15 abstained – this application will be forwarded to Thurrock Council for consideration and we should have a decision by the next Forum meeting in July.

6.  Any other business

(i) During the voting for funding requests, the Vicar questioned the election of new committee.  Simon Black (Head of Communities, Libraries and Cultural Services) from Thurrock Council stood up and assured residents that the Team mentioned in Section 1 of these minutes are the only recognised Chafford Hundred Community Forum Committee by Thurrock Council and ngage.  He encouraged everyone to work together for the benefit of the community.

(ii) Residents living next to the Gas Works near Daniel Close made it known that 

they have experienced antisocial behaviour and are scared that the trend of 

young people lighting fires on Chafford Hundred could be hazardous if it 

happened near the Gas Works.  We have added this issue to the Agenda for 

the next Forum meeting and will leaflet as many homes in this vicinity with 

details of the meeting.

(iii) Another resident brought to our attention that there are still parking issues in streets close to where he lives.  We have his contact details and will be in touch and get more information.  This will also be added to the next Agenda.

(iv) A resident who works for Quirk Deakin estate agents suggested that they may be able to do a joint project between Quirk Deakin and Chafford 100 Community Forum to do a planting project on a roundabout or roundabouts advertising both Quirk Deakin and Chafford 100 Community Forum.  We thought this was a wonderful idea and we will be discussing this further with Quirk Deakin.

Meeting closed at 9.30pm.  Thank you very much to everyone that attended.  We look forward to seeing you again in July.  All Chafford 100 residents are welcome as you are all part of this Forum.

