
Minutes of Chafford Hundred Community Forum meeting

Tuesday 24th November 2009, Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre
1. Welcome and apologies

Ladychair welcomed everyone to the November meeting and thanked the staff at the Gorges Visitors Centre for setting the hall up so nicely.
2. Minutes from previous evening

Copies of these minutes were available on the front desk to residents.  Residents were also informed that these minutes are available on the Chafford Hundred Community Forum website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk 

3. Treasurer’s report

This year’s budget is approx £8,300. More information on funding, including previous years’ spending is available on our website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk
So far we have spent £8,010 and have approximately £290 left to spend in this financial year.

4. Main topics for discussion

(i) Flood 
Robin Figg from Anglian Water came back to the estate to update residents affected by the June floods.  The surveys carried out since June suggested that the West side drainage had more priority over the East side.  He will be presenting a proposal to his Finance Team to upgrade the pipes to double size which should level this out.  He asked if anybody had had any problems since the flood and nobody had.  He said he will come back to Ladychair with confirmation that this has been approved.  (As of 18th December nothing has been confirmed so we will chase this in the early New Year.)

Various questions were asked by residents on the night relating to discharges of sewage in to the Mardyke River – we agreed that this can be carried to a public meeting at the North Stifford Group which Mr Figg agreed to attend.

Paula Watts from the Drainage Department at Thurrock Council was also present on the night who said that they have since the flood done a huge cleaning programme of all drains in the area affected.  Anybody with any queries, complaints or feedback please call Thurrock Council on 01375 652652 and ask for Drainage.  Also if there are any drains you believe are blocked let Paula know immediately.

(ii) New park
Andrea Winterflood from Thurrock Council gave an update on the proposed plans for the park adjacent to Rainbow Road/Warren Lane.  Various ideas were talked through and forms were filled out on the night asking what residents wanted.  These very forms were available on our homepage for five weeks prior to tonight’s meeting and so far we have had over 30 completed.
Ideas included a green gym and solar lighting.  Once the park is completed it will be Thurrock Council’s responsibility to maintain – there will be a service agreement in place.

The site is approx 1.5 hectares.  It may be a dog free zone, and Cllr Rockliffe requested on the night that measures were put in place to stop motorbikes accessing this area.  There may be spaces adjacent to the park for two or three vehicles with a disabled bay, but the idea is that people will either walk or use public transport to get to this park.


We will continue to give updates on the progress of this new park as and when we get them.
(iii) Temporary new PCSO – Sam Harrington (female)
Sam is standing in temporarily for Jackie Ball (Juliet Bravo) whilst she is working on another project.  We are assured that Juliet will be back on the estate soon.  Sam said that not a lot has been happening lately, apart from a burglary on Douglas Close.  Residents asked on the night about Community Speedwatch.  Juliet Bravo has a camera that we can use so Sam will chase this for us and try and set up another day to catch drivers speeding.
Residents asked about the celebrity’s father that made a tabloid recently for dealing drugs in a bar on the estate.  Sam was unable to talk about this but information is available on the internet.
Finally, residents expressed concern about drug dealing on the estate.  Anyone seeing this or suspecting this happening on Chafford please call 01375 391212 and report it immediately.  As PC Rosh Napaul used to say: If it looks suspicious, it IS suspicious, so report it!

5. Updates

(i)
Funding requests
Two funding requests was presented on the night
(i) Towards the Butterfly Garden in memory of Angie Bunce-Mason’s daughter who tragically died of chickenpox – total £150
For 20, against 0, PASSED – this will be passed to Thurrock Council for decision

(ii) Admin for North Stifford Village Group – total £150
For 20, against 0, PASSED – this will be passed to Thurrock Council for decision

6. Any other business

(i)
Events in the Community
We are planning a selection of events in Chafford Hundred for the community.  Please put these dates in your diary and confirm your attendance as we expect them to sell out quickly:
Thursday 31st December 2009 – New Years Eve Family Disco, Drake Road Community Centre, 8pm til late, £7 a ticket, bring your own nibbles and drink

Saturday 24th April 2010 – Day after St Georges Day Family Disco – Drake Road Community Centre – 8pm til 11pm, more details to follow

Thursday 17th June 2010 – Ladies Day at Royal Ascot – coach leaving from the estate (Sandmartin) – bring your own picnic, approx cost £70 which includes entrance and coach – deposit £20 due January 2010 - more details to follow 

Saturday 26th June 2010 – Charity Race Night, Drake Road Community Centre – 8pm til 11pm – dring your own nibbles and drink – more details to follow

Saturday 21st August 2010 – Community Fun Day on Wouldham Cliffs Green (adjacent to Sachfield Drive / Frobisher Gardens) – 1pm to 8pm

Saturday 30th October 2010 – Halloween Family Disco, Drake Road Community Centre – 8pm til 11pm – more details to follow 
Meeting finished slightly early at 9.15pm.  Residents asked if we could have refreshments after our next meeting – we will try and organise this for our January meeting. Thank you to everyone that attended.  Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday 19th January 2010 at the Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre. This meeting is open to all residents from Chafford Hundred and North Stifford.  We look forward to seeing you there.  We wish all residents of Chafford Hundred and North Stifford a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and we look forward to seeing residents in 2010.  Best wishes, Ladychair and Team.

