
Minutes of Chafford Hundred Community Forum Meeting

24th March 2011, Drake Road Community Centre
1. Welcome and apologies

Ladychair welcomed everyone to the Drake Road Community Centre.  We received apologies from Councillors Hauge and Veryard who were unable to make tonight’s meeting.
2. Minutes from previous evening

Ladychair informed everyone that the minutes from last meeting are on our website, and copies of the minutes were available at the front of the hall.  Everyone agreed that the minutes from last meeting were correct.
3. Treasurer’s report

We have not had full confirmation from Thurrock Council about how much money our Forum is left with to spend in this financial year since the recently announced proposed cut backs.  However, we will continue to submit funding applications on behalf of community groups and will await the decision from the council. More information on funding guidelines, including previous years’ spending is available on our website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk
4. Main topics for discussion

(i) Census
We had a talk from Biola Aleshe who is the Census Awareness Coordinator.  He explained that the point of the census is to ensure that government money is allocated fairly across the country, so is therefore important that everyone completes this census as we will lose out on money for our local council.  The data given in this census is confidential – if sent in by post it is destroyed once inputted to a computer system – if done online it is encrypted and safe.  It is the law that everyone completes this, but Biola will be visiting people on the estate that have for whatever reason not completed the form to help if they have any problems.
(ii) Devonshire Road
We were joined by Les Burns from Highways Department and Matt Kiely from the Transport Department, both from Thurrock Council.
There has been an ongoing disagreement as to whether there should be a weight restriction on Devonshire Road.  Residents claimed on then night that since Labour has taken control of the council, Yash Gupta has opened up another enquiry as to whether lorries should be sent from London Road up via Devonshire Road.  Local residents are furious at the cost of this enquiry and the potential removal of the 7.5 tonne weight limit as their houses front on to this road, some by a matter of centimeters and it will destroy their quality of home life.

The main question on the night was why remove the weight restriction?  What was the motive for yet another enquiry that will give the same answer as the last independent enquiry.

We were very grateful to the officers from the council giving up their spare time on the evening to come to listen to residents.  We also thanked Councillors Neil Rockliffe and Tunde Ojetola for all they have done for Chafford Hundred to date, and we hope that they will be able to fight this for us again.  

A petition was passed around on the night for residents to sign.  For the moment there is no immediate decision pending, but there could be another enquiry.  If this is the case, it will be top of the agenda at our next meeting.

Please keep an eye on cllrtunde.blogspot.com which is Tunde Ojetola’s blog where you can see any updates on this topic.  If you write any letters to the council, please cc in tojetola@thurrock.gov.uk
(iii) Boy racers
Residents are still suffering from the noise and disruption from organised boy racer meets in the Lakeside area at weekends.  Many people on this estate have to drive through Lakeside to get home, and we have had reports of near accidents caused by the dangerous driving at these meetings.  We spoke about a block at the rounabout near the A13/A126 junction that would prevent drivers from going up then down the A126 and using the roundabout to turn round.  Drivers have been caught in excess of 115mph.
The Council and the Police will work together to try and stop this problem but it has been brought up at several meetings and residents say it is not getting better.


We will add this to the agenda of our next meeting and will try and get representatives from Lakeside/Traffic Police etc to speak to those affected.

(iv) Park

Ladychair was pleased to announce that work at the new park will commence next week (29th/30th March) as we have secured enough funding.  Anyone interested in joining in with this project is asked to contact us via our website.  More updates soon!!!
5. Updates

(i)
Ascot
We will be organising a coach pick up from the Sandmartin to go to Ladies Day at Ascot on Thursday 16th June – please speak to Ladychair if you want to attend – we had a great turn out last year.  Note that this is not organised by the CHCF but through an Essex newspaper.  Places are limited!!!
(ii)
Community Centre
The Forum has discovered that after so many years, the Community Centre has finally applied for a licence!!!
(ii)
Police presence

We have had feedback from residents about the lack of Police presence at our meetings.  We regularly see our PCSO Jackie Ball, but the Chafford Policing Team are rarely present these days.  We will be writing to PC James Preston and give him as much notice as possible for future meetings.

6. Any other business

(i)
Next meeting - AGM
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 12 May 2011 at Drake Road Community Hall (next to Sandmartin) from 7.45pm to 9.45pm.  This will be an informal meeting, drinks and nibbles will be served.  Anyone wishing to stand to the committee please see the homepage of our website for details on applying.  In the AGM we also hope to give more updates on the new park.
Thank you to everyone that attended.  Best wishes, Ladychair and Team.

