
Minutes of Chafford Hundred Community Forum meeting

Monday 23rd March, Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre
1. Welcome and apologies

Ladychair welcomed Chafford Hundred and North Stifford residents to the first public meeting of this financial year.  Councillor Neil Rockliffe sent his apologies. 
2. Minutes from previous evening

Copies of these minutes were available on the front desk to residents.  Residents were also informed that these minutes are available on the new Chafford Hundred Community Forum website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk 

3. Treasurer’s report

This year the funding allocation has been reduced across all Thurrock forums by 25%.  So this year’s budget is £8,300.  We urge residents to contact us with ideas as to how this money can be spent.  More information on funding, including previous years’ spending is available on our website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk
We are allocated £550 by the council from this figure towards admin (hall hire etc) which we will share with North Stifford Village Group.


4. Main topics for discussion

(i)
Talk from John Lane from Gateway Cycling
Here’s just to let you know that Gateway Cycling has moved it’s Clubhouse from Bulphan to the All Saint’s Beacon Centre (new Church), Drake Road, Chafford Hundred – so it’s right on your doorstep!

We are developing a wide range of interests in cycling.  However, the majority of members are ‘leisure and social riders’. 

We meet every first and third Monday of each month at 7.30pm. Club nights are usually for socialising, sharing experiences (not always cycling!) – tea and cake etc…

We are looking to develop our club night so for instance we may have a ride around the Gorges or cycle along the Mardyke Valley, the Thames or further afield if you’re more energetic. Alternatively we may show a film or give tips and tricks for cycle maintenance and so on…

If nothing else you may want to come along just to see who we are and what we do.  Everyone welcome,  Jon Lane – Recreational Secretary – Mobile: 07845 928 596
(ii)
Talk from Adam Lubinsky, Consultant from Thurrock Thames Gateway Development Corporation (TTGDC)
Adam is working on the “North Grays Masterplan”- this area is land between the A1306 and A13 (Lakeside Arena to Sainsburys), part of North Grays, and the area East of Little Thurrock and the A1089 (road to Tilbury from A13).
Adam said that before the summer there would be public consultations with residents over what this Masterplan should include.

Our Councillors raised concerns on the night over the fact that Chafford Hundred is already over-populated and that there is no infrastructure (roads, transport,  schools, doctors) for any additional housing.  They also said that any commercial development would inevitably be too costly for local businesses and put them under threat.

Residents said that they saw the consultation as a way for the Corporation to inform residents what they plan to do, as opposed to consult.

From 1 April, all local planning applications for Thurrock must be sent directly to the Development Corporation and not Thurrock Council.  So effectively they can do as they wish.

They said on the night that they try to leave green belt land alone.  However, Ladychair mentioned that they were due to build on green belt land in Rainham, to which the consultant agreed.

Chafford Residents are very worried about the impact of further development in this area.  However, we applauded the visit by Adam, as this is the first time since our team has been running the Forum that anyone from TTDGC has attended one our meetings to let Chafford Hundred residents know what is going on.  He also knew that he was going to get a “grilling” on the night ( as Ladychair warned him!
(iii)
Anti-social behaviour

Ladychair informed residents that the Bar n Bus no longer operates on a Friday night at the Armada Centre, Drake Road.  Residents applauded this.  PC Rosh Napaul and his team has spoken to Tesco and they have since laid off their security guard!  They were losing £250 to £300 each Friday purely due to shoplifting, which has also stopped.  The wildlife centre no longer has huge amounts of rubbish on a Saturday morning to clear up.  So all in all we as a community are happy that this has been resolved.


There were no other comments about anti-social behaviour on the estate.  
(iv)
Devonshire Road

This is still ongoing and we were hoping for a resolution.  Just three days before this meeting there was a serious accident at lunchtime at the junction of Devonshire Road and Drake Road.  Residents living on this road are in close contact with the Highways Department and heard just last week from Councillor Rockliffe saying that he hoped the report would be ready for the cabinet meeting in April.  We have good faith in our councillors and appreciate that there are processes in place that have to be followed.

(v)
Parking on curbs / speeding around the estate / crossing roads


At out last meeting, residents expressed great concerns over people parking on pavements.  For example, there are people on Drake Road that park on the grass verges every night of the week and have killed large areas of grass.  Councillor Hague pointed out that this road is the flagship road of the estate, the one that people use to get on and off.  Therefore we should make it look as nice as possible.  Residents on the night suggested tree planting or bushes to prevent people abusing the grass verges.  It was also suggested some kind of warning sign prohibiting kurb parking, or even double yellow lines.


We had some residents present from Harper Close who have been suffering for years as access to their street is literally blocked by kurb parking.  They even received a letter from the council warning them that if there was no access for the refuse vehicles, their rubbish would not be collected.  So the council are aware of the severity of this problem.


There are plenty of other roads on this estate with similar issues.  Councillor Tunde Ojetola said he would be reviewing all the roads.


Other residents mentioned the speed of cars, particularly Clockhouse Lane/Warren Lane, where people speed towards the school and station in rush hour, and there was recently a severe accident on this road where a Mercedes ended up upside down.  Residents are worried that it will take a fatality for this issue to be recognised and acted upon.


The roundabout at Sainsburys was spoken about. Since the retraction of the traffic lights (which works well for traffic flow) it has become difficult to cross the road for pedestrians.


Final issue was the area around the Armada Centre.  Crossing from the car park near the church to the shops can be hazardous and there is limited visibility.  Suggestions included a bridge or a subway!!!!  However, the most logical solution would be to change the shape of this road and to put a crossing in.  Councillor Hague will be looking in to this.


This will go on the Agenda for the next public meeting.
5. Updates

(i)
Funding requests
One funding requests was presented on the night
(i) Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre, Easter Eggs handed out to local children from the community –total £250
For 34, against 0, PASSED – this will be passed to Thurrock Council for decision

(ii)
Police issues
Update from PC Rosh Napaul, PCSOs Jackie Ball and Stacie Williams.  Firstly, lots of burglaries – we have to be extra vigilant.  They even let us know the following day that during our actual meeting there were two burglaries on this estate.   
Student beaten up at Campus School with baseball bat – ended up in hospital with several injuries including broken arm – Police have been guarding all entrances to the Campus School.  This is believed to be a dispute between pupils from the Campus and a school in South Ockendon.

The Harvester was also burgled – they got in through the roof but nothing was taken.

If you see anything suspicious at all please call the non emergency number 0300 333 4444.


6. Any other business

(i)
New Youth Project at All Saint’s Beacon Centre

We have learned that Father Alex is starting a new “project” at the All Saints Beacon Centre.  We know nothing more about this but we will make enquiries and let residents know what the project is and which groups it is aimed at.

Meeting closed at 9.45pm.  Thank you to everyone that attended.  Our next meeting will be the AGM some time in May – exact venue and time/date to be confirmed.  Watch out our for details on our website or noticeboards.  This meeting is open to all residents from Chafford Hundred and North Stifford.  We look forward to seeing you there.

