
Minutes of Chafford Hundred Community Forum Meeting

18th January 2011, Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre
1. Welcome and apologies

Ladychair welcomed everyone to this first meeting of 2011.
2. Minutes from previous evening

Ladychair apologised to residents for losing the minutes from the September meeting.
3. Treasurer’s report

We have not had full confirmation from Thurrock Council about how much money our Forum is left with to spend in this financial year since the recently announced proposed cut backs.  However, we will continue to submit funding applications on behalf of community groups and will await the decision from the council. More information on funding guidelines, including previous years’ spending is available on our website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk
4. Main topics for discussion

(i) Park
Money is in and we are ready to start work in the next month or so.  The first steps will be to clear the park, then fence/grass the park area.  We will be working closely with the Gorge so that there is no disruption.  Tunde is pushing for a 20mph speed limit for the areas adjacent to the park to protect pedestrians.  We the Forum will be asking for members of the community to form a “Friends of the Park” to work together on getting the project finished – this may involve some volunteering days.
(ii) Speeding motorists on A126
The council say that they have done a lot to solve this issue, but it has not made a lot of difference.  There have been no real accidents.  The council will be speaking to Lakeside to try and work closer to them as many of the areas used by the weekend boy racers are private land – such as car parks belonging to the shopping centre.
(iii) Burger van
The owner of this van has put in a formal application for a licence to park up by Merlin Close.  The closing time for objections is today or tomorrow, so residents were urged to contact the council if they have any comments.
5. Updates

(i)
Ascot
We will be organising a coach pick up from the Sandmartin to go to Ladies Day at Ascot on Thursday 16th June – please speak to Ladychair if you want to attend – we had a great turn out last year.  Note that this is not organised by the CHCF but through an Essex newspaper.
(ii)
Letter from Jackie Doyle-Price
The Forum received a lovely letter from our MP for Thurrock, thanking us for the invite to the Chafford Hundred Community Day, that Ladychair showed to residents.
(iii)
Census
We will be required to do a census this year – and there will be information advertised locally either in Thurrock Gazette or via Councillor Tunde’s blog on where/when to seek advice for help in completing these forms.
6. Any other business

(i)
Community Centre
Local residents again complained about how this building is managed.  We will be making contact with the management of this hall to see if they are prepared to attend a meeting.
(ii)
Fundraising night of food and entertainment in aid of TACT (The Adolescent and Children’s Trust)
A poster was available for a do at the Park Inn on Friday 25th March from 7.00pm onwards for a 3 course sit down mean starting at 7.30pm.  The evening commences with a meal followed by an evening entertaining of stand up comedy and then party the night away until 12.30am only at the Park Inn at North Stifford.  £35.00 per head, for tickets please contact Charlotte on 07792 556972. 
Thank you to everyone that attended.  Our next meeting will be in March 2011 – exact date to be published nearer the time.  Thank you to everyone that attended.  Best wishes, Ladychair and Team.

