
Minutes of Chafford Hundred Community Forum meeting

15th March 2010, Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre
1. Welcome and apologies

Ladychair welcomed residents to our March meeting.
2. Minutes from previous evening

Copies of these minutes were available on the front desk to residents.  Residents were also informed that these minutes are available on the Chafford Hundred Community Forum website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk 

3. Treasurer’s report

As reported in our previous minutes, we have spent the full allocated £8,300. Ladychair was very pleased we managed to spend everything as nothing can be carried over to next year.  We are unsure how much money we will be allocated in this financial year, but we already had a funding request in our last meeting, with a couple more this evening.  More information on funding, including previous years’ spending is available on our website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk
4. Main topics for discussion

(i) Update from PC James Preston, NSO Chafford Hundred/North Stifford including antisocial behaviour update
PC Preston started by reading out some very disturbing statistics.  Burglary on the estate is up 41%, Theft of motor vehicles is up 43%, and Violent Crime (mainly domestic) on the estate is up 37%.  Criminal Damage is up 73.5%, and racial crime is up from 1 incident to 4 incidents.  Robbery is down 50%.

In our last meeting we placed antisocial behaviour at the top of the agenda, and the Police have since acted on this which led to two operations, one a few weeks ago and another beginning this weekend.  In these operations there was increased Police presence, six extra officers and two extra PCSOs on Friday and Saturday night.  The main goal of these operations is to deter crime but there have also been two arrests, including one for drug possession and another for possession of a knife.
The issue with boy racers was also raised.  The roads around Lakeside are “A” roads so we can not put traffic calming in place.  We discovered on the night that Lakeside comes under South Ockendon not Grays.  The Police are limited in the penalties they can issue to the boy racers.  James will let us know who the NSO is for that area and we will invite them to our next meeting.  There are also discussions in place between our ward councilors and Lakeside management and Traffic Police.  Tunde will keep us updated with progress.


Investigations in to drug dealing on the estate are ongoing and Police continue to gather intelligence.
Residents from Daniel Close complained about a large truck being parked on the pavement of Drake Road close to the junction of Daniel Close – which blocks the view of people pulling in and out of Daniel Close.  The truck is also killing the grass verge making the area unsightly.

PC Preston said that the main priorities on Chafford Hundred are antisocial behaviour and dwelling burgaries.  We agreed that the priorities should remain the same.

(ii) Kebab van
Concerns have been raised about a local kebab van parking up on various sites across the estate – including Rainbow Road and Devonshire Road.  Cllr Tunde and PC Preston have already moved him on from the Rainbow Road site and the van is now parking up on Devonshire Road.  The Council are now following this up after additional complaints about mess at the site.
(iii) Phone Masts
Tracy Law is a local resident who has started an action group against a scheme to place two new phone masts on the estate – one on Fenner Road and one on Clockhouse Lane/Warren Lane.  They have set a website up www.nomastsonchafford.org which they are keeping updated.  They have been successful this week.
The application for a mast at Fenner Road has been withdrawn due to the difficult location – there is nowhere to park on this road which will make maintenance of the mast impossible.

The other application for the mast on Clockhouse Lane/Warren Lane has been withdrawn as there is uncertainty around who owns the land as the road was moved some years ago.

It is inevitable that the applications will be placed again.  Tracy said on the night that she believed O2 are sending out unclear messages to residents on the estate by suggesting that mobile reception will improve (when we all get a clear signal on here) and also O2 have suggested that broadband could improve if these masts were put up.  Broadband supply will not improve with a new phone mast as it comes off a completely separate system.

Tracy thanked councillors Neil Rockliffe and Tunde Ojetola for their help in the project.  Tracy will keep the Forum up to date with any progress but we are urging residents to look at their website and sign the petition.  We will also try and get O2 to a future meeting, along with representation from the council.
5. Updates

(i)
Funding requests
Three funding requests were presented on the night which will come out of next year’s budget as all of this year’s money is spent!
(i) Duke of Edinburgh – the request is for £300 towards  a laptop based at Chafford Hundred Campus School – for the club based on the estate– there is no access to computers at the Campus while the club is in place and there are many young people that do not have internet access.  They need the internet to keep their profile up to date.

For 16, against 0, PASSED – this will be passed to Thurrock Council for decision

(ii) Chafford Hundred Community Forum – the request is for £1,000 towards  the various events we are organising for the coming year – this will include hall hire, DJ etc for (i) Day after St Georges Day on 17th April (ii) Charity Race Night on 26th June (iii) Community Fun Day on 31st July. For 18, against 0, PASSED – this will be passed to Thurrock Council for decision

(iii) Essex Wildlife Trust – the request is for £300 towards  the new Messy Bugs Pre-school mornings and afternoons – this is to buy equipment such as a paint dryer, a sand/water table and an interactive dolls house.

For 18, against 0, PASSED – this will be passed to Thurrock Council for decision


6. Any other business

(i)
Crossings on the estate
Ladychair followed up on a crossing in the Burghley Road / Sainsburys area – there is no safe crossing on this road and we have suggested a pedestrian crossing.

One resident on the night asked for a crossing by the Armada shops – Cllr Rockliffe said this was impossible as the road was on a bend.  We will follow this up again as we believe crossing this road can be hazardous. 
(ii)
Future dates

Ladychair went through some dates of events planned for this year which we 

hope all residents will support.  It will be a chance for the community to make 

new friends and socialise with your neighbours and friends:

1. Saturday 24th April 2010 – Day After St Georges Day Family Disco

Drake Road Community Centre  8pm – 11pm

Adults £3.00 Children £2.00

Bring your own drinks and nibbles

2. Thursday 17th June 2010 -  Ladies’ Day at Ascot

Pick up 9am from Sandmartin

Ticket £60.00

SOLD OUT
3. Saturday 26th June 2010 -  Charity Race Night

Drake Road Community Centre 7.30pm – 11pm

All tickets £2.50

Bring your own drinks and nibbles

4. Saturday 31st July 2010 -  Community Fun Day (note new date – incorrect date in last meeting’s minutes)
Wouldham Cliffs Green (Land Parcel 78 – Sachfield Estate)

Entry free

1.00pm to 8.00pm

More information nearer the time

5. Saturday 30th October 2010 – Halloween Family Disco

Drake Road Community Centre  7.30pm – 11pm

Adults £3.00 Children £2.00

Bring your own drinks and nibbles
Thank you to everyone that attended.  Details of our next meeting will be 
published when we have a confirmed date.   Best wishes, Ladychair and Team.

