
Minutes of Chafford Hundred Community Forum meeting

Monday 12th January 2009, All Saints Church at the Beacon Centre
1. Welcome and apologies

Ladychair welcomed Chafford Hundred residents to our first meeting of 2009, in our  new church.  Executive members Mark Jolly and Rachel Ferris sent their apologies, so did councillors Steve Veryard and Tunde Ojetola. 
2. Minutes from previous evening

Copies of these minutes were available on the front desk to residents.  Residents were also informed that these minutes are available on the new Chafford Hundred Community Forum website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk 

3. Treasurer’s report

This year we have a funding allocation of £11,000. This leaves us with £10,450 to be spent on local initiatives and we urge residents to contact us with ideas as to how this money can be spent.  More information on funding is available on our website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk
Spending year to date has been as follows:

JULY
Admin






£550

Gazebos





£78

Hall Hire





£375

Planter for Chafford Hundred



£1,200

Total for July meeting




£2,203

NOVEMBER

Santas Grotto





£250

Christmas Tree





£500

New Age Curling Set for Over 50s club


£1,038

Domestic Appliances for Community Centre

£750

Planter for North Stifford



£1,200

Total for November




£3,738
Total spent year to date £5,941, leaves £5,059 to spend.

Our current account balance on our last bank statement of 18 December 2008 was £2,310.85. 

4. Main topics for discussion

(i)
Bar n Bus
Over the past few months, residents living close to the Armada Centre have complained to the Forum about increased levels of antisocial behaviour on a Friday evening, and blame this on the presence of the Bar n Bus which parks up on this night.  Anti social behaviour is one of the current three key priorities for the Chafford Hundred and North Stifford Neighbourhood Policing Team. 
After being contacted by people who live and work in the Armada Centre area, we agreed to put this issue at the top of the Agenda and invited representatives from the Chafford Hundred and North Stifford Neighbourhood Policing Team, from the shops at the Armada Centre and from the Bar n Bus project.  Sadly nobody from the Bar n Bus office attended, but volunteers from Chafford Hundred Community Church who work on the bus on a Friday night came along.

The residents said that since the Bar n Bus has parked up, it has been a magnet for trouble.  Youths arrive there from 4pm and cause general disturbance in the area until way after the bus leaves.  They say they are scared to leave their homes on a Friday night and avoid going to the shops totally.
A representative from Tesco said that staff are refusing to work on a Friday night, that they have had to employ a security guard especially to deal with the trouble that the bus brings.  They say that groups of young people enter the store and cause trouble, and they are constantly having to call the Police.  One night fifty young children invaded the store and would not leave until the Police arrived.  Vehicles belonging to staff and customers are being vandalised.  The young people are also hassling people to purchase them cigarettes and alcohol which is not only annoying to customers but actually illegal for staff working in the store to do.  Tesco are asking everyone appearing younger than 25 for ID and are extremely careful who they sell to.

A representative who runs a club at the Church on a Friday afternoon between 4.30pm and 6.00pm said she has had endless problems with the young people congregating in this area on a Friday evening.  One day they entered the Church and started throwing things around then left.  They have also vandalised the toilets, and the down pipe on the electric cupboard has been ripped off.  People leaving the club are being verbally abused by these young people.

A representative from the Gorges Centre informed us that they had to shut a club at the Gorge that ran on a Friday afternoon due to the problems that the Bar n Bus brought to the area.  
PC Rosh Napaul from the Police shared some statistics with us about Friday nights since the bus resumed in September.  Incidents at the Armada Centre normally happen on a Friday night when the bus is there.  When he stops young people in this area they are normally from outside this area, Barking and beyond.  There was an incident a couple of months ago where young people believed to be in the area to go on the Bar n Bus surrounded a car in Carew Close.  On the Friday before Christmas there was an incident where a young man had his head beaten with a piece of wood by a group of young people from the Blackshots Area.  The piece of wood was recovered, the young man was taken away in an ambulance, and despite knowing who was responsible, was not prepared to name them.  When PC Napaul spoke about this, a volunteer from the Bar n Bus got very defensive and said the injured young man was not even bleeding.  Rosh pointed out that an ambulance was called and his skull was cut open and bleeding heavily and his parents rushed to the hospital to meet him.  Last Friday the bus did not turn up, but young people still turned up for the bus.  That same night, PC Napaul was called to the area to a general disturbance.  He and his team managed to stop 61 young people whilst many others managed to run away.  Since that night, Grays Police have began a special operation to deal specifically with this problem on a Friday night.  This will begin on Friday 23rd January.
Residents asked how on earth the bus can continue to park up on this estate on a Friday night when it clearly brings with it so many problems.

One of the Pastors from Chafford Hundred Community Church, David Bareham, who volunteers on the Bar n Bus stood up and spoke to residents.  He said that the bus parks up in this area as there is a problem with the youths there and the bus presence will help the situation as those working on the bus can engage with the young people.  He claims the problem was there long before the Bar n Bus first drove on to Chafford Hundred. [Residents at this stage completely objected to his point saying that the problems began when the bus arrived]

The volunteers who work on the bus claim that there are children living on this estate in problem families who arrive drunk and on drugs in need of support., so the bus is needed.  [At this point residents argued that these problem people do not live on Chafford Hundred as confirmed by PC Napaul’s comments and that the bus is a magnet for these problem people coming here from deprived areas]

It was suggested that the location of the bus is moved for a trial period, away from the busy shops and takeaway at the Armada Centre.  When asked, David Bareham told residents he was not prepared to do this.  The Vicar at this point argued that the bus was not the cause of the problem, and regardless of the residents and Police’s views, he would give them sanctuary in the Church Car Park and nobody could stop him doing that as nobody has jurisdiction over Church land.  Residents living above the shops say that they pay a maintenance charge for this car park and will look in to the legalities.  The Vicar said that the land was not their’s but it belonged to the Church.  All these points will be looked in to in the coming weeks.
A resident said that if a pub caused this amount of nuisance to the public it would be shut down, so Councillor Hague suggested that the bus stops parking up on a Friday night on the grounds of public safety until the pending issues are resolved.  Another resident said that as there is only room for 20-30 young people on the bus and it is attracting crowds of up to 100 people, the project is not working.  Councillor Neil Rockliffe pointed out that lots of questions had been asked and no answers had been given.

There was no resolution on this issue so Ladychair ended the talk and we agreed to hold a separate meeting with the Police, Church, Bar n Bus and residents directly affected by this problem in the near future.  Date of this meeting to be confirmed but we have everybody’s details so contact will be made from the Forum in the coming week or two.

Since this meeting, David Bareham called Ladychair and said that the bus will not be parking up for the coming four weeks.  Ladychair visited Tesco at the Armada Centre to inform them of the news and they said that they had the message from the Bar n Bus that it would be a two week suspension only.  We will investigate this further.

(ii)
Devonshire Road
Councillor Neil Rockliffe responded to ongoing concerns from residents living in Sachfield Drive adjacent to Devonshire Road.  They say that their houses literally shake when oversized lorries speed past, that they feel let down by the Police not stopping these vehicles and pleaded with Councillor Rockliffe to impose a 3.5 tonne limit with provisions made to stop the speeding too.  They said that they would not have purchased their properties if they knew that Devonshire Road would end up like this.
Councillor Rockliffe is the Ward Councillor for Chafford and North Stifford as well as Portfolio Holder for Highways and Transport.  So he has to deal with this problem on behalf of these residents whilst taking in to account Thurrock’s wider interests.

At the moment, a traffic survey is in progress through an external consultancy company.  The results are due at the end of January.  Once the results are in,  a decision can be made.  The options are to (i) temporary restriction lifted, (ii) temporary restrictions made permanent, or (iii) more severe limit put in place of 3.5 tonnes.

We will revisit this issue at our next meeting.

(iii)
Playbuild

Andrea Winterflood from Thurrock Council is the Play and Open Space Manager, and works in the Horticultural Department.  She looks after Thurrock in Bloom and play areas.  Andrea gave us a talk on the Playbuild Scheme.  

Lack of play area on Chafford Hundred has been a problem since the estate was first built.  The Chafford Hundred Community Forum and our Ward Councillors have managed to secure the piece of land on the corner of Rainbow Road and Warren Lane as open space, which means no houses can be built here.

Andrea and her team consult with young people to decide exactly what the play need is for that particular area.  There have been great success stories in other parts of Thurrock and we are all very excited about working together on a similar project in Chafford Hundred.  We will encourage the wider community to work together on this project which could begin quite soon in clearing the land.  Tesco said they may be able to help out on the day with refreshments, and they often let their staff take the day off work to get physically involved with this kind of project.

We will be working with Andrea as well as our Ward Councillors to apply to every available source to get as much funding as possible for a project at this site.  We have already applied for £50k from Playbuild and will be submitting an application for a further £400k from Changing Spaces.


We agreed on the night to submit an application to Thurrock Council for the balance of Chafford Hundred Community Forum’s funding (any money unclaimed from this financial year) to benchmark it for this project.  This will be in the region of £4,750.

At our March meeting we hope to have some draft plans of ideas for the site.  We are very excited about this project.

Councillor Hague also mentioned one other piece of land at the top of Lancaster Road.  He suggested setting up an allotment scheme for Chafford residents. 

5. Updates

(i)
Funding requests
Two additional funding requests were presented on the night
(i) Camera Nesting Box for Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre –total £100
For 25, against 0, PASSED – this will be passed to Thurrock Council for decision

(ii) Bee suits for the North Stifford Beekeeping Club – total £190
For 25, against 0, PASSED – this will be passed to Thurrock Council for decision

(ii)
Traffic lights at the Sainsburys/Burghley Road roundabout
These traffic lights have been taken out of service as a test to see if they ease traffic congestion in the area.
(iii)
New Years Eve Family Disco

This event was a great success – it sold out totally – everyone enjoyed themselves, all residents stayed to help with the clearing up, the raffle raised £200 for St Lukes Hospice at Basildon.
(iv)
Christmas Tree
In December the Forum bought a Christmas Tree and planted it outside the Church.  This will now be a permanent feature and next Christmas all we will need is the decorations [many of which were vandalised in December on Bar n Bus night]

6. Any other business

(i)
Roundabout – Carew Close
A resident from Carew Close asked if anything could be done about this roundabout as it is nearly impossible for people to see traffic coming from Clockhouse Lane when pulling out of Carew Close.  Councillor Rockliffe said that he was already aware of this problem and that it was already being looked in to by Thurrock Council in the next Financial Year.
(ii)
Parking on pavements – Harper Close
Another resident brought photographs of vehicles including a police vehicle parking on pavements on this street.  Last year a child on Harper Close swallowed a marble and the ambulance could not get down the street.  Residents on this street said that they are worried if a Fire Engine is ever called whether it could gain access to the bottom of the street.  Ladychair agreed that people all over the estate park on the pavements and verges, especially on Drake Road where they block the bus stops and have turned grass verges in to mud baths.  We will add this issue to the Agenda at our next meeting.
Meeting closed at 9.45pm.  Thank you to everyone that attended.  Our next meeting will be held on Monday 23rd March at the Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre on Drake Road.   This meeting is open to all residents from Chafford Hundred and North Stifford.  We look forward to seeing you there.

