
Minutes of Chafford Hundred Community Forum Meeting

12th July 2010, Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre
1. Welcome and apologies

Ladychair welcomed everyone to the July meeting, and was pleased to see the car park so full on arrival.
2. Minutes from previous evening

Copies of these minutes were available on the front desk to residents.  Residents were also informed that these minutes are available on the Chafford Hundred Community Forum website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk 

3. Treasurer’s report

We have not had full confirmation from Thurrock Council about how much money our Forum is left with to spend in this financial year since the recently announced proposed cut backs.  However, we will continue to submit funding applications on behalf of community groups and will await the decision from the council. More information on funding guidelines, including previous years’ spending is available on our website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk
4. Main topics for discussion

(i) O2 Phone Masts
Cllr Tunde Ojetola gave us an update on the phone mast applications.  The last two have been rejected but we were warned that O2 will be resubmitting applications.  If you live in the vicinity of a proposed site for a mast and you receive a letter, please respond to it.  If you are writing any emails please copy in jkeen@thurrock.gov.uk – Jonathan Keen – Planning Officer, Thurrock Council.  Please also copy in Tunde on tojetola@thurrock.gov.uk
Tunde said that O2 have not been so forthcoming with information about where/when the next application will be.  He has suggested that they place new masts on existing pylons which are out of the way but O2 said it was not possible, even though National Grid said it would be.  We expect this issue to be ongoing for the foreseeable future.  Keep a watch on www.nomastsonchafford.org website which is run by residents of our estate.

(ii) National Grid
Tunde also gave us an update on works due to be carried out by National Grid.  This will involve closure of the A1306 from Sainsburys to Arena Essex between 7am and 6pm from 31 July to 13 August, and overnight closures on 3-4 August, 7-8 August, and 11-12 August.  Footpaths should be open during most of the closures but may be closed for short periods of time (up to one hour) when the area is not safe.
We are expecting heavy traffic around the estate during this time so please allow extra time.

(iii) Park update
Ladychair informed residents that we were unsuccessful in our large bid for lottery funding for the park project.  We will continue applying to other funds in the hope of securing further funding.  To date we have nearly £100k of secured funding so will being works very soon.
5. Updates

(i)
Funding Applications
We are unsure of exactly how much money we are allowed to apply for on behalf of community groups in this financial year with the proposed cut backs.  However, we had six funding applications on the night:
(i) Essex Wildlife Trust – Telescope for Astromony

£200 – 25 for, 0 against – carried – passed to Council for decision

(ii) 
Card Marking Group – various equipment

£200 – 25 for, 0 against – carried – passed to Council for decision

(iii)
Womens Institute – Laptop Computer


£300 – 25 for, 0 against – carried – passed to Council for decision

(iv) 
Park – further funding

£4,000 – 25 for, 0 against – carried – passed to Council for decision

(v) 
Over 50’s Club – Bowling Mat


£900 – 25 for, 0 against – carried – passed to Council for decision

(vi) Children’s Football Team – Kit – will say “Sponsored by 

Chafford Hundred Community Forum” on kit


£400 – 25 for, 0 against – carried – passed to Council for decision

(ii)
Car Jacking
We were made aware of another car jacking on the estate – Jackie Ball warned residents to be extra vigilant – people are STILL leaving house doors and windows open, and even worse cars on their driveways with engines running.
(iii)
Medical Centre

Here is a link to the new Chafford Hundred Medical Centre website www.chaffordhundredmedicalcentre.co.uk – they were due to lay a new floor this weekend.

6. Any other business

(i)
Chafford Hundred Fun Day 2010
Ladychair reminded everyone about the great day planned in a few weeks – this will happen on Wouldham Cliffs Green adjacent to Devonshire Road/Sachfield Drive/Frobisher Gardens.  All welcome. 
Thank you to everyone that attended.  Our next meeting will be in September 2010 – exact date to be published nearer the time.  Thank you to everyone that attended.  Best wishes, Ladychair and Team.

