
Minutes of Chafford Hundred Community Forum Annual General Meeting

Monday 19th May 2008, Tudor Court School
1. Welcome and apologies

Ladychair welcomed everyone to the AGM.  Councillor Steve Veryard sent his apologies for not being able to attend tonight.
2. Minutes from previous evening

Copies of these minutes were available on the front desk for residents.  Residents were also informed that these minutes are available on the Chafford Hundred Community Forum website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk   Residents agreed the minutes.

3. Treasurer’s report

The Chafford Hundred Community Forum have £24.43 left from their annual entitlement of £10,996.00 from Thurrock Council.  This sum will now be handed back to Thurrock Council to a communal pot towards projects for Thurrock Forums as a whole.  Ladychair said that as a team we have worked very hard to encourage local groups to come forward and benefit from this money supplied by the Council.  On 16 May the balance of the Forum’s bank account was £1,119.33.  The bank statements were available for all to see.

4. Talk from the Committee
The committee read out details on the projects and achievements of the Forum from March 2007 to date which included work on anti-social behaviour, graffiti, Drake Road Park, supporting local groups, notice boards, website, road signs, community events, new constitution, Devonshire Road, and a new planter at Railway Station.  Details of all these projects are detailed in previous minutes, but a summary will also be available on our website on the Minutes page.  Photos of some of the projects were passed around residents.

The committee paid thanks to the following people for their support over the past year:

Our four ward councillors: Garry Hague, Neil Rockliffe, Tunde Ojetola, Steve Veryard

Community Development Team, Thurrock Council: Natalie Warren, Simon Black

Ngage: Jacqui Payne, Debbie Buck, Wendy Mayo

Community Centre: Andre Anderson

Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre: Jonathan Tahir

Police: PCSOs Jackie Ball and Stacie Williams

Sandmartin pub for prizes at events throughout the year

Woodfords Hair and Beauty Salon for prizes

Lotus Chinese Takeaway for prizes

Campus School and Tudor Court School for use of halls

And of course the residents of Chafford Hundred for their great support

At this point the committee stood down and all but one, Toni Munday, stood for re-election.  Residents applauded Toni Munday for her hard work and commitment over the past year. Simon Black took over and asked residents to vote.  
A new team was elected on as Chafford Hundred Community Forum Executive Team:

Philomena Cleavely – Chair

Jamie Challis – Vice Chair

Rachel Ferris – Treasurer

John Cleavely – Executive Team Member

Mark Jolly – Executive Team Member

The vote was 26 for and nil against which was a unanimous result.


Councillor Tunde Ojetola abstained from voting as he does not live in the Forum area, therefore not eligible to vote.  A further six attendees were not eligible to vote either.

The new committee thanked residents for voting them back on and the meeting carried on.
5. Updates

(i)
Police update
There have been ongoing problems with young people catching trains from Grays to Chafford Hundred and causing problems on the estate or at Lakeside.  Our local police are working in partnership with the British Transport Police targeting Grays station to try and deal with this problem.
(ii)
Devonshire Road

The Traffic Police also gave us an update on Devonshire Road.  They have been doing checks on this road and have rarely caught lorries speeding.   In total only 13 tickets were issued to HGVs in their last operation on this road.  They also did a 100 vehicle check, and out of these vehicles just 16 were travelling faster than the 40mph limit, 14 were going at 41-45mph and 2 were going at 48mph.  Most drivers were given verbal warnings over their speeding.

Residents present at the meeting who live on Devonshire Road were unhappy with this and assured the Police and the Councillors that the problem is worse than it appears and whilst there is a 7.5 tonne restriction in place, that large lorries are still speeding down this road and they are unable to sleep at night.  They asked Police to carry out these checks at different times of the day.  The Police said that they can only spend a certain amount of time on this road as they cover a huge area and their attention must be focussed in areas with high levels of accidents or even fatalities.

Residents asked if the haulage companies had been notified of the new restriction, and Councillor Ojetola assured us that letters went out from the Council.  The Forum asked any residents living on this road that knew of any companies abusing the weight restriction to notify them so that letters can be sent out from the Forum, copies sent to the Council.


6. Any other business

(i)
New neighbourhood NSO (Neighbourhood Specialist Officer, Essex Police)
The Forum introduced the new NSO, Rosh Nepaul, who is on the Chafford Hundred Neighbourhood Policing Team.  He asked residents to speak to the Police with any problems and concerns they have.  PCSOs will be available to speak to residents for fifteen minutes either side of each Forum meeting and during the meeting.  This will happen at all Forum meetings until further notice.  Police had statistics available on the evening to share with residents.  A major burglar who lived locally has now been convicted after admitting to over 100 burglaries on Chafford Hundred alone.  He now lives in a prison cell.
Ladychair finished the meeting at 9:00pm and her team served refreshments to residents.  Everyone then cleared the chairs up and socialised with the Police, councillors and their neighbours.  Thank you to everyone that attended.  The next Forum meeting will be held at on Monday 7th July at 8:00pm at Chafford Gorges Visitors Centre.  All Chafford Hundred and North Stifford residents are welcome to attend.  We look forward to seeing you on the night.  Please let your friends and neighbours know about this meeting.  Details of this and all future meetings will be available on our website www.chaffordhundredcf.org.uk

